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Abstract 

The Society for Nondestructive Testing & Certification of Taiwan (SNTCT) is authorized to take 
responsibility for the qualification and certification of NDT personnel in Taiwan. The qualification 
and certification guidelines corresponding to the current scheme conformed to the ISO 9712 was first 
implemented in January 2013. The requirements for training, examination, renewal and recertification 
as specified by the current guidelines will be described briefly in this paper. Meanwhile, the 
certificates of NDT personnel issued in early years in compliance with the old certification scheme are 
still valid, even though the practical examination is not required. Currently there are two kinds of 
certificates of NDT personnel valid in Taiwan. The guidelines for renewal of certification under both 
old and current schemes are followed during the transition period. The strategies to encourage the 
NDT personnel with old certificate to achieve the new one under the current qualification and 
certification scheme are proposed by the SNTCT and will be discussed in this paper. 
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1  Introduction 

The Society for Nondestructive Testing & Certification of Taiwan (SNTCT) is a national NDT 

Society and operates as an independent legal entity. The SNTCT is an NDT Personnel Certification 

Body and is authorized to take responsibility for the qualification and certification of NDT personnel 

in Taiwan. The operating principle for the SNTCT to certify NDT personnel against specific 

requirements and guidelines is in compliance with the ISO/IEC 17024 [1].  

The current scheme for the qualification and certification of NDT personnel in Taiwan is conformed 

to the ISO 9712:2012 [2]. The qualification and certification guidelines corresponding to the current 

scheme is defined by: “SNTCT-CQ-001: Qualification and Certification of Non-Destructive Testing 

Personnel Requirements” [3] and the associated quality documents, and hence, the current scheme in 

Taiwan is called as the CQ-scheme. The guidelines corresponding to the CQ-scheme was first 

implemented in January 2013. On the other hand, the certificates of NDT personnel issued in early 

years in compliance with the original certification scheme are still valid. The original scheme is 

defined by the qualification guideline “ROCSNT-PQ-01” and a series of attachment quality 

documents, and hence, the original scheme in Taiwan is called as the PQ-scheme. 
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2  Briefing of current CQ-scheme in Taiwan 

The candidate for certification shall provide documentary evidence that training in the method and 

level for which the certification is sought has been satisfactorily completed. The minimum duration of 

training undertaken by the candidate for certification shall be in accordance with Table 1 for the 

applicable NDT method. It should be noted that although the training and certification are offered 

within the same legal entity, the SNTCT, it can be demonstrated that all its processes are independent 

of training to ensure that confidentiality, information security and impartiality are not compromised as 

requested by ISO/IEC 17024. 

NDT Method 
Level 1 

h 

Level 2 
Total, h 

(inclusive of Level 1) 

Level 3 
Total, h 

(inclusive of Level 2) 

AT 40 104 152 

ET 40 88 136 

LT 
B-Pressure method 24 56 88 

C-Tracer gas method 24 64 104 

MT 16 40 72 

PT 16 40 64 

ST 16 40 60 

TT 40 120 160 

RT 40 120 160 

UT 40 120 160 

VT 16 40 64 

Table 1: Minimum training requirements  

The content and grading of qualification examination under the CQ-scheme are in accordance with 

the ISO 9712:2012. The examination content for Levels 1 and 2 includes the general, specific and 

practical examinations. The general, specific and practical examinations shall be graded separately. In 

order to be successful in the qualification examination, the candidate shall obtain a minimum grade of 

70% in each of the written examination parts and achieve a minimum of 70% for each specimen tests 

in the practical examination. For Level 3, the basic and main-method examination are included in the 

examination content, and the candidate shall obtain a minimum grade of 70% in each part to pass the 

qualification examination.  

The period of validity shall not exceed five years from the date of certification.  Prior to the 

completion of the first period of validity, certification may be renewed by the SNTCT for a new 

period of 5 years, provided the certificate holder supplies documentary evidence of vision requirement 

and continued satisfactory work activities. 
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Table 2 shows the onset of each method in which qualification is offered by the SNTCT. 

NDT Method Level  Onset 

PT, VT, MT Level 1 2013/01/01 

RT, UT, ET, LT Level 1 2014/01/01 

PT, VT, MT Level 2 2014/01/01 

RT, UT, ET, LT Level 2 2015/01/01 

UT Level 3 2016/01/01 

MT, PT Level 3 2017/01/01 

Table 2: Onset of each method in which qualification is offered by the SNTCT 

3  Transition period from PQ- to CQ-scheme 

As mentioned before, the certificates of NDT personnel issued in early years in compliance with the 

original PQ-scheme are still valid, even though the practical examination is not required as that 

specified by the CQ-scheme. It means that there are two kinds of certificates of NDT personnel valid 

in Taiwan. Based on the original PQ-scheme, the period of validity is defined by 3 years for Level 1 

and Level 2, and 5 years for Level 3. Similar to the CQ-scheme, the certificate holder will supply 

documentary evidence of vision requirement and continued satisfactory work activit ies for renewal 

before the completion of the period of validity. The minimum requirement of the NDT-related 

activities for PQ-scheme is a little less than that specified by the CQ-Scheme due to the shorter period 

of validity for Level 1 and Level 2. Because the additional practical examination which includes the 

examination for Level 2 candidate to draft NDT Instruction for level 1 personnel are required 

according to the current CQ-scheme, the certificate holders of PQ-scheme are encouraged to be 

recertified under the current CQ-scheme. The SNTCT has spared no efforts to disseminate the 

advantage of CQ-scheme in the last few years and hence, more and more people recognize the 

superior value of the certificate under the CQ-scheme. The natural elimination of PQ-scheme can be 

expected in the near future because of its atrophic scope of application in the NDT industries. 

4 Summary 

In 2017, the SNTCT has been accredited in respect of Personnel Certification Work in compliance 

with the standards of ISO 17024:2012 and ISO 9712:2012. The Certificate of Accreditation issued by 

Taiwan Accreditation Foundation (TAF) with an Accreditation Number of PE002 is shown in Figure 

1. Based on the current CQ-scheme, the SNTCT is aiming to apply for the ICNDT MRA (Multilateral 

Recognition Agreement) Schedule 2 and become one of the NDT Personnel Certification Bodies 

(PCBs) registered under the ICNDT MRA for PCBs. 
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Figure 1: Certificate of Accreditation issued by Taiwan Accreditation Foundation (TAF) 
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